Planning your move

Don’t find yourself paying for others’ blunders

From the 6th April 2009, new planning laws in Guernsey will give the Environment Department the power to prosecute new owners

(of residential or commercial properties) for any works carried out, on or after 6th April, by previous owners which may not have been

given proper permissions. The responsibility for any historic works rests with the new owner from the minute they receive the keys.

This replaces the old law under which only the owner who carried out the original work could be prosecuted.

What can you do?

P Prosecution and expensive proceedings (a heavy fine, in extreme
cases a term of imprisonment, a court appearance and costly fees
to restore the property to its former state) can be avoided by
very simply obtaining an Immunity Certificate (IC) at the time of
purchasing your property. It’s an easy and relatively inexpensive
process and your Advocate will be able to complete most of the

work for you!

Whilst not a legal requirement, the IC provides you with peace
of mind and protection against proceedings which may be taken
by the Environment Department for any unapproved works

your predecessors may have carried out in your new home - we

recommend applying for the certificate as a matter of course, and at

the earliest possible stage.
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How do you do it?

) Applying for an IC is very straightforward. Your Advocate will be able

to provide you with all the information needed for the application
and will complete the necessary forms for you. All you have to

do is sign the form and provide a cheque payable to the States of
Guernsey for £50. A letter of authority from the property vendor is
also required. Estate agents are aware of the requirement for this
letter and have been provided with suggested wording to make the

process easier and quicker.

Don’t panic!

P The IC is just another thing to add to the property purchasing

checklist and will become the norm for future transactions. If

you need any advice or have any concerns about what the new
planning law and the related procedures means for you, we have an
experienced and helpful team on hand to offer advice and guidance

throughout the process.
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